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Action 3 - Activity 3.1 

Mapping activities’ organization 

 

GENERAL INFO: 

Good practice title: Ecomoebel – Reuse of furniture 

Proposers: Institute of Environmental Research (INFU), University of Dortmund 

 

Partner:  

   Public authority                         Public authority and LOD     LOD  

   Other (please, specify):        

Main activities: 

    Communication campaign on waste reduction 

    Packaging reduction, as 

  Deli counter packaging reduction 

  Sale of products with refills (detergents, razors, batteries, etc.) 

  Sale of products with empty returnable (water, wine), 

  Sale of products with reduced packaging (ecodesign) 

  Use of reusable boxes/pallet 

  Other (please, specify):        

     Sale of bulk or plug  products (please, specify):       

   Sale of green products (reusable nappies, rechargeable batteries etc.), eco label or 

other environmental certifications, 

     Reuse of unsold products (food a non food). In particular: 

  Donation to charities 

  Discounts to consumers for products close to expiry  

  Other (please, specify):       
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     Reuse market 

     Other actions of prevention:       

Start date: 2002 

Activities’ state of art :        ongoing        finished           other (please, specify): 

      

Country, Region and City where activities have been developed: Municipalities of the largest 

Austrian towns (Vienna, Linz, Graz) 

Inhabitants:       

Contacts: Dr. Werner Baumann, Institute of Environmental Research (INFU), University of 

Dortmund, 44221 Dortmund, Phone: +49-(0)231-755-4095, Fax: +49-(0)231-755-4084, E-

Mail: baumann@infu.uni-dortmund.de 

Useful links: www.ecomoebel.de  Fonte report pre-waste: http://www.prewaste.eu/  

 

DESCRIPTION 

 
1. ACTIVITIES BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

Please, provide a brief description of your activity highlighting the added value of your practice within 

the selected category.  

Ecomoebel is the name of an innovative network for the reconditioning and marketing of 

used furniture. It is a cooperation-network with many partners, e.g. handicraftsmen, 

commerce, service providers and scientific organisations, in Dortmund, a city in the 

industrialized Ruhr area of Germany. Restorers, furniture customers, a waste management 

organization (Entsorgung Dortmund GmbH), scientific organisations, such as the Institute of 

Environmental Research (University of Dortmund) and the Fraunhofer-Institute for Material 

Flow and Logistics, planners, marketing and computer specialists, artists and designers are 

working together on this idea. 
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2. ACTORS 

Please, indicate stakeholders and key players that are developing the activity.  

Furniture users, waste management organization, local authority associations, 

handicraftsmen (carpenters, restorers, glaziers, cushion makers, artists), furniture 

commerce, designers. 

 

3. BENEFICIARIES 

Target groups and final beneficiaries to whom  the initiatives is directed. 

 Citizens. 

 

4. OBJECTIVES 

What are general and specific objectives within the waste reduction policy? (Please, quantify as more 

as possible). 

 The basic idea of the project is to combine the activities and know how of companies, 

organisations and small trade, acting thus far in an isolated manner, at a regional level. This 

idea is supported by the Federal Ministry for Education and Research of Germany. High 

quality standards for the refurbishment of used furniture guarantee proper ecomoebel. 

 

5. VOLUNTARY INSTRUMENTS ADOPTED (if it is relevant)  

Indicate whether and what tools - communication, economic, legislative and volunteers - have been 

used to develop the activities (e.g.: Agenda 21, participation tools and methodology, memoranda of 

understanding, certification, environmental management systems).  

      

 

6. PROCESS DESCRIPTION 

Describe the project making ways (action / work steps). 

All furniture is analysed for harmful substances e.g. formaldehyde, and, if necessary, 

restored with environmentally sound products and substances like glue, oils, wax, lacquers. 

All results of the tests and all information concerning the restoration, e.g. type of wood or 

material used (derived timber material, textile, metal), type of fittings, type of wooden 
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surface, is collected in the certificate which forms part of every ecomoebel. The certificate is 

the basis of the ecomoebel quality signet, which guarantees a low polluted furniture with a 

high quality standard. A consumer who buys an ecomoebel product will normally know 

more about his furniture than someone who buys new products in a large store. The 

potential buyer can either pre-select his ecomoebel on the computer screen using the 

ecomoebel internet platform or go directly to the ecomoebel network partner. 

 

7. MONITORING 

Describe the methodological approach adopted for the monitoring of outputs and results. 

       

Have indicators been provided ex ante in order to measure outputs and results? Please, provide an indicators list. 

      

 

8. WASTE REDUCTION RESULTS 

Please, indicate to what reduction of waste degree the project has contributed. 

If in Germany about seven million tonnes of furniture are discharged every year, around 5% 

of this quantity is reused. It is estimated that the quantity of reused furniture can be 

increased from 5 % to 6, 7 or 8 %.  

Benefits for participants  

The ecomoebel network creates jobs at the first job market and qualifies the persons 

employed at the refurbishment enterprises. Ecomoebel provides benefits for all participants 

in the furniture life cycle: A) the customer can buy certified ecomoebel from competent 

partners without flukes and without considerable additional costs. B) the furniture trade can 

offer a “take-back” service to their customers and must pay disposal fees only for that part 

of the returned furniture which constitutes waste. C) the craftsmen can extend their offers 

with ecomoebel and use an effective and modern marketing platform on the Internet. D) the 

municipalities, in which the ecomoebel network acts, get new jobs and a reduction in the 

annual quantity of waste.  

Economic aspects  

Furniture is subject to the regulations of the European Ordinance on the Management of 

Waste Wood, i.e. furniture manufacturers, trade and customers will have to bear the cost of 

normal disposal. If it is possible to make this furniture re-available to the market within a 

high-quality reuse system, costs can be reduced by all involved parties. 
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9. COSTS 

What are the activities’ costs? What are the activities’ revenues (if any)?  

      

 

10. FUNDS SOURCES 

Indicate types and amount of available and intercepted funds. 

       

 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

 
PLEASE, FILL IN THE FOLLOWING TABLE: 

STRENGTHS 

- create jobs 

-       

-       

 

WEAKNESSES 

-       

-       

-       

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

-       

-       

-       

THREATS 

-       

-       

-       

 

 

 


