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Action 3 - Activity 3.1 

Mapping activities’ organization 

 

GENERAL INFO: 

Good practice title:  Ecotax on non-biodegradable plastic bags 

Proposers: Government of Romania/National administration of environment. 

 

Partner:  

   Public authority                         Public authority and LOD     LOD  

   Other (please, specify):        

Main activities: 

    Communication campaign on waste reduction 

    Packaging reduction, as 

  Deli counter packaging reduction 

  Sale of products with refills (detergents, razors, batteries, etc.) 

  Sale of products with empty returnable (water, wine), 

  Sale of products with reduced packaging (ecodesign) 

  Use of reusable boxes/pallet 

  Other (please, specify):        

     Sale of bulk or plug  products (please, specify):       

   Sale of green products (reusable nappies, rechargeable batteries etc.), eco label or 

other environmental certifications, 

     Reuse of unsold products (food a non food). In particular: 

  Donation to charities 

  Discounts to consumers for products close to expiry  

  Other (please, specify):       
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     Reuse market 

     Other actions of prevention:       

Start date: 2009 

Activities’ state of art :        ongoing        finished           other (please, specify): 

      

Country, Region and City where activities have been developed: Romania 

Inhabitants: 20 mil (100% of population) 

Contacts: george.oancea@spcilfov.ro 

Useful links: Fonte report pre-waste: http://www.prewaste.eu/ 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 
1. ACTIVITIES BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

Please, provide a brief description of your activity highlighting the added value of your practice within 

the selected category.  

After January 1, 2009, Romanians will pay RON 0.2 for each non-biodegradable plastic bag.  

The Eco Tax will be cashed from the economic operators that introduce the plastic bags on 

the market and will be destined to the Environment Fund. The tax will be paid monthly by 

economic operators who introduce plastic bags on the market, both producers and 

importers. They are required to visibly stipulate the Eco Tax on the selling products so that 

the consumers would be clearly informed that all plastic bags are paid. A survey of the 

Environment Ministry indicated the average Romanian uses 250 plastic bags per year and 

the bags are only used for about 20 minutes. Moreover, a considerable percentage of the 

used plastic bags are thrown to green areas, pipes, public waters or on the streets due to 

the poor usage of rubbish cans.  

The tax is also applicable for reusable plastic bags and revenues from its collection go to the 

country’s National Environment Fund. From July 21 2010 the ecotax applied plastic bags fell 

from EUR 0.2 to 0.1 RON per unit product. 
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2. ACTORS 

Please, indicate stakeholders and key players that are developing the activity.  

Supermarkets, hypermarkets, local shops. 

 

3. BENEFICIARIES 

Target groups and final beneficiaries to whom  the initiatives is directed. 

 Producers and importers of plastic bags. 

 

4. OBJECTIVES 

What are general and specific objectives within the waste reduction policy? (Please, quantify as more 

as possible). 

The main objective of the eco-tax on bags is to gather extra income for the Environmental 

Fund and at the same time to reduce the demand for plastic bags on the market. This is done 

by imposing a 0,2 RON (0.04 Euro) for each bag made from non-biodegradable materials that 

is introduced on the market. 

 

5. VOLUNTARY INSTRUMENTS ADOPTED (if it is relevant)  

Indicate whether and what tools - communication, economic, legislative and volunteers - have been 

used to develop the activities (e.g.: Agenda 21, participation tools and methodology, memoranda of 

understanding, certification, environmental management systems).  

The instruments used are legislative ones (GEO 196/2005 and GO 25/2008) and economic 

incentives. 
 

6. PROCESS DESCRIPTION 

Describe the project making ways (action / work steps). 

The eco-tax functions by imposing a 0,2 RON (0.04 Euro) tax on bags made from 

nonbiodegradable materials that are introduced on the market. The producer has to pay this 

sum for every bag introduced on the market, regardless of its size or quality. What matters is 

whether or not the bag is made from biodegradable materials. 

The economic operators that have to pay this tax are: producers (for bags produced in 

Romania), importers (for bags supplied by producers from third countries), natural or legal 
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authorized Romanian persons (for bags supplied by producers from other EU Member 

States). 

The biodegradable character of the materials is established through an evaluation regulated 

through Law no. 608/2001 regarding the conformity of products. The evaluation is done 

according to the applicable standards – international standards, Romanian standards or 

national standards of the EU Members states. 

Furthermore, even though this tax is paid by producers, not by retail stores or directly by 

consumers, retailers have the legal obligation to inform consumers about this tax and about 

the bio-degradable or non-biodegradable character of the bags. 

The economic logic behind this mechanism is that producers will pass on a part or the entire 

cost of the eco-tax to consumers by increasing the price of plastic bags. Then, consumers will 

be reluctant to pay extra for the bags that they used to get for free and this will reduce the 

consumption of this type of goods. In other words, consumers are “stimulated” though this 

tax to bring their own bags or use biodegradable ones (although these are not for free 

either). 

 

7. MONITORING 

Describe the methodological approach adopted for the monitoring of outputs and results. 

The monitoring of the effects of the eco-tax is done by the Environmental Fund 

Administration, which calculates the incomes received from the eco-tax and the number of 

plastic bags sold on the market. 

The monitoring process would improve if the elaboration of studies would be added to the 

mechanism. It would be really useful to see the exact welfare lost by consumers. 

 

Have indicators been provided ex ante in order to measure outputs and results? Please, provide an indicators list. 

      

 

8. WASTE REDUCTION RESULTS 

Please, indicate to what reduction of waste degree the project has contributed. 

In the first three months of the year, the Administration Environmental Fund has received $ 

964,845.40 ecotax lions. The tax value of 0.2 lei for each plastic bag purchased, this amount 

is a non-biodegradable plastic bags consumption of 4,824,227 in three months. The figure is 

significantly lower than in the pre-ecotax, given that a single vendor factory had sell last year 

nearly one million bags a month. With the introduction of Ecotax in the first quarter of 2009 

was registered a decrease of 27 - 30% less non-biodegradable bags. Large supermarket 

chains have already ditched biodegradable plastic bags. If Carrefour a year ago, Real 
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hypermarkets, Auchan, Cora and Mega Image offers customers many plastic bags they 

wanted for free, now they have dropped this practice and provide more green solutions: 

oxo-biodegradable bags and reusable bags. The introduction of a tax named the Eco Tax will 

diminish the consumption of such bags by discouraging the free distribution of non-

biodegradable plastic bags and encouraging the production of biodegradable or recyclable 

bags. 

 

9. COSTS 

What are the activities’ costs? What are the activities’ revenues (if any)?  

      

 

10. FUNDS SOURCES 

Indicate types and amount of available and intercepted funds. 

       

 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

 
PLEASE, FILL IN THE FOLLOWING TABLE: 

STRENGTHS 

-       

-       

-       

 

WEAKNESSES 

- biodegradable bags are not taxed and 

therefore, they can be handed out for free by 

retailers. 

-       
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OPPORTUNITIES 

-       

-       

-       

THREATS 

-       

-       

-       

 

 

 


