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Action 3 - Activity 3.1 

Mapping activities’ organization 

 

GENERAL INFO: 

Good practice title: Fair charge, pay-us-you-throw for municipal waste in the municipality of 

Argentona 

Proposers: municipality of Argentona 

Partner:  

   Public authority                         Public authority and LOD     LOD  

   Other (plase, specify):        

Main activities: 

    Communication campaign on waste reduction 

    Packaging reduction, as 

  Deli counter packaging reduction 

  Sale of products with refills (detergents, razors, batteries, etc.) 

  Sale of products with empty returnable (water, wine), 

  Sale of products with reduced packaging (ecodesign) 

  Use of reusable boxes/pallet 

  Other (please, specify):        

     Sale of bulk or plug  products (please, specify):       

   Sale of green products (reusable nappies, rechargeable batteries etc.), eco label or 

other environmental certifications, 

     Reuse of unsold products (food a non food). In particular: 

  Donation to charities 

  Discounts to consumers for products close to expiry  

  Other (please, specify):       
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     Reuse market 

     Other actions of prevention:       

Start date: 2009 

Activities’ state of art :        ongoing        finished           other (please, specify): 

      

Country, Region and City where activities have been developed: Argentona 

Inhabitants:       

Contacts: Puig Ventosa, I., Calaf Forn, M. “Resultados del sistema de pago por generación de 

residuos de Argentona (Barcelona)”, Equipamiento y Servicios Municipales, 153: 36-37. 

Enero – Febrero de 2011. 

Useful links: http://www.argentona.cat/index.php?mod=Noticies&id=1104; Fonte report 

wasman: http://www.wasman.eu 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 
1. ACTIVITIES BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

Please, provide a brief description of your activity highlighting the added value of your practice within 

the selected category.  

The pay-as-you-throw model of waste generation (PAYT) chosen in Argentona, was called 

“Taxa Justa” (Fair Charge), and it was conceived as a pay-per-bag scheme for refuse and 

packaging, both for households and commercial activities. Thus the variable part of the 

Waste Charge depends on waste generation of refuse and packaging. Standardised bags of 

known volume and specific characteristics are used as a counter. The use of these bags is 

mandatory, since this form allows the variable payment of the Waste Charge. The 

introduction of this PAYT system meant no significant variations in the system of door to 

door collection. Until 2009 all residents paid a single annual bill (152 €/year). With the new 

charging model, it was divided into two parts, a basic charge, paid by means of an annual 

bill (95 €/year for households), and a variable part, which is paid in advance through the 

purchase of standardized bags for refuse and packaging, 17 liters and 0.65 €/u and 35-liter 

and 0.35 €/u, respectively. Bigger volumes are available for larger businesses and shops 

with proportional prices for the bags. Large commercial generators of waste organic matter 

also pay a variable part of the charge for this fraction, depending on the size of the 

container contracted, which is charged through an annual bill. 
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2. ACTORS 

Please, indicate stakeholders and key players that are developing the activity.  

Citizens. 

 

3. BENEFICIARIES 

Target groups and final beneficiaries to whom  the initiatives is directed. 

 The application of the new model of waste charging introduces fairer distribution of costs 

for all citizens and commercial activities, which see their efforts rewarded for reducing and 

recycling with a charging model that depends on generation and waste recycling. This 

system allows the polluter pays principle or –in a positive sense– of the principle that "who 

recycles and reduces, pays less." 

 

4. OBJECTIVES 

What are general and specific objectives within the waste reduction policy? (Please, quantify as more 

as possible). 

 Reducing waste and improving recycling levels by applying a charge on generation of certain 

waste fractions. In addition to incentive these goals, this charging scheme is fairer for the 

citizens. 

 

5. VOLUNTARY INSTRUMENTS ADOPTED (if it is relevant)  

Indicate whether and what tools - communication, economic, legislative and volunteers - have been 

used to develop the activities (e.g.: Agenda 21, participation tools and methodology, memoranda of 

understanding, certification, environmental management systems).  
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6. PROCESS DESCRIPTION 

Describe the project making ways (action / work steps). 

      

 

7. MONITORING 

Describe the methodological approach adopted for the monitoring of outputs and results. 

 The implementation of the system was developed in two phases. The first was a trial period 

from October 22, 2009 until January 31, 2010, during which free standardized bags were 

handed out for rejection and packaging and large businesses were not taxed by the organic 

fraction. Since February 1, 2010, the standardized bags must be purchased in the associated 

stores of the municipality that have signed an agreement with the town council. To 

articulate a system of this type is necessary to adopt a fiscal ordinance regulating the charge 

and setting the unit amounts of the different parts. On the other hand, it is highly 

recommended to pass a municipal ordinance to regulate the rights and obligations of the 

users and of the City Council, providing the corresponding system of sanctions. Both 

ordinances must be coherent and complementary. During the pilot phase (October 2009 - 

January 2010) an intensive task of monitoring and control was developed, although the 

awareness raising campaign reached high levels of participation. Therefore efforts were used 

to make visits and phone calls to people who did not use standardized bags. In this sense, 

the municipal Environmental Office played a key role in the dissemination and sensitization 

campaign. The procedure for inspection of the refuse and packaging fractions, both in the 

trial period and later, is as follows: 

- The operator identifies the nonstandardised bags. 

- During the first three weeks, a brochure was left in the corresponding mailbox were an 

incorrect bag was left, but the bag was collected. 

- After that period, and until now, a sticker is stuck on the bag indicating the infraction 

committed and the bag is not collected. 

Have indicators been provided ex ante in order to measure outputs and results? Please, provide an indicators list. 

      

 



“  

Project LIFE10 ENV IT 000307 NO.WA 

 

8. WASTE REDUCTION RESULTS 

Please, indicate to what reduction of waste degree the project has contributed. 

The Fair Charge meant a slight improvement in collection results of the whole county, from 

63.9% to 65.5% which is higher in the area under the new charge system (which is just one 

area of the municipality, but whose results cannot be presented separately). The 

municipality achieved an overall waste reduction of 10% (and 11% in per capita terms), 

largely attributable to lifestyle changes and due to some commercial or industrial users that 

have opted to manage their waste through authorized agents. The interest of this 

experience derives from its potential for replication in other municipalities. The fact that 

these systems are popular in other countries and considering the rapid increase in the 

number of municipalities with door to door collection (about 100 in Catalonia, the number is 

increasing also in Euskadi and Illes Balears and rising interest in other municipalities and 

autonomous regions), suggests its possible early adoption by a growing number of 

municipalities. 

 

9. COSTS 

What are the activities’ costs? What are the activities’ revenues (if any)?  

      

 

10. FUNDS SOURCES 

Indicate types and amount of available and intercepted funds. 

       

 

SWOT ANALYSIS 
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PLEASE, FILL IN THE FOLLOWING TABLE: 

STRENGTHS 

-       

-       

-       

 

WEAKNESSES 

-       

-       

-       

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

-       

-       

-       

THREATS 

-       

-       

-       

 

 

 


